
Amendment to Terms of Reference of Audit and Scrutiny Committee

Name of 
Committee

 National Park Authority 

Date 26 June 2020

Report Author Julia Gruffydd 

Job title Democratic Services Manager 

Contact Details Julia.gruffydd@beacons-npa.gov.uk 
07976 812832

Purpose of Report To propose changes to the composition of the committee to 
regularise an appointment and reflect the reduction in size of 
the Authority 

Single Integrated 
Assessment

Not applicable

List of  Enclosures None

Public Interest Test Not applicable

Recommendations a) To agree changes to the composition of the Audit 
and Scrutiny Committee to allow the Deputy 
Chairs of the Authority and Planning, Access and 
Rights of Way Committee to stand for 
appointment on Audit and Scrutiny Committee;

b) That if (a) is agreed, that Cllr Edwin Roderick be 
confirmed as a member of Audit and Scrutiny 
Committee until the next Annual General 
Meeting of the Authority on 29 July 2020.

1.1 Introduction or Background

The Audit and Scrutiny Committee is currently composed as follows:

mailto:Julia.gruffydd@beacons-npa.gov.uk


Composition

1. The Committee shall comprise nine Members of the Authority.  The balance shall 
be six Unitary Authority Members and three Welsh Government appointees.

2. The Chair and Deputy Chair of the Authority and the Planning, Access and Rights 
of Way Committee will not be eligible to serve on this Committee.

At the Authority meeting on 26 May 2020 members agreed the addition of four 
members to the committee to address the gaps left when the Authority reduced from 
24 to 18 members. This included Cllr Edwin Roderick and officers did not advise at the 
time that under the current terms of reference the Deputy Chair of Planning, Access 
and Rights of Way Committee was not eligible to sit on Audit and Scrutiny Committee.

This oversight needs to be rectified but this has been an opportunity to further consider 
the composition. Following discussion with the Chairs of the Authority and Audit and 
Scrutiny Committee, the Monitoring Officer and the Chief Executive, officers are putting 
forward a proposal which will allow a greater ‘pool’ of members to be appointed to the 
committee.

1.2 Proposals

Under the present composition four out of 18 members are ineligible to sit on Audit 
and Scrutiny Committee.  Given the reduced size of the Authority it is suggested that 
the composition be changed to omit the Deputy Chair of the Authority and Deputy 
Chair of Planning, Access and Rights of Way Committee from the list of excluded posts.  
It is suggested that being a member of Audit and Scrutiny Committee is a valuable 
experience for any member aspiring to senior posts within the Authority and to exclude 
them may restrict their ability to learn or refresh skills in relation to financial and 
performance management.  This is of course, subject to individuals’ capacity in terms of 
other commitments.

1.3 Implications

This minor change would increase the number of members eligible to sit on Audit and 
Scrutiny Committee, at the same time potentially increasing knowledge and 
understanding, should the Deputy Chairs wish to sit on Audit and Scrutiny Committee.

1.4 Risk

With a reduced number of members the Authority needs to maximize the eligibility of 
members to sit on Audit and Scrutiny Committee.  The oversight in appointing Cllr 
Roderick to the committee also needs to be regularised in the interests of good 
governance.



1.5 Conclusion

Members are asked to consider the proposed changes and if these are agreed, to 
confirm the appointment of Cllr Edwin Roderick to the committee.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

c) To agree changes to the composition of the Audit and Scrutiny 
Committee to allow the Deputy Chairs of the Authority and Planning, 
Access and Rights of Way Committee to stand for appointment on 
Audit and Scrutiny Committee;

d) That if (a) is agreed, that Cllr Edwin Roderick be confirmed as a 
member of Audit and Scrutiny Committee until the next Annual 
General Meeting of the Authority on 29 July 2020.


